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The Leverhulme Trust Artist in Residence Grant
From February to November 2017, thanks to the dedication and confidence of Dr Jean-Xavier Ridon, 
a Leverhulme Trust grant allowed Frédéric Lecloux to be an artist in residence at the University  
of Nottingham for a total duration of three months divided into six stays.
With the grant the aim of the Leverhulme Trust was to help a university “to foster a completely  
new creative collaboration between an artist working in a discipline outside the applicant institution’s  
usual curriculum and the staff and/or students of that institution.”

The project
The grant-winning project originates both in Frédéric Lecloux’s 25 years relationship with Nepal and  
in Dr Ridon’s interest for the question of trace – including its photographic aspect. It has consisted in meeting 
several families among the 150 household strong Nepali community of Nottingham, in order to look into their 
representations of the migratory experience that brought them to the UK, through the prism of their family 
albums, and through a transposition of my findings and feelings into an artistic form.

The community
The project was expounded to the community at the local Nepali New Year celebration in April 2017. 
Interviews were organised with the families to partake in the project at their own homes.  The conjecture was 
that most families would actually possess one or several physical albums of photographs, and that these 
would be the most relevant vehicle for their vision of their own uprooting. Which proved to be true.  
With each individual family Frédéric Lecloux viewed their available photographs and in many cases  
they assisted with the editing. And so they contrived to gather a large selection of images, which was solely 
guided by the photographer’s aesthetic and human emotion for them, and sometimes inflected by their 
owner’s historical or personal comments about them. All the selected prints were then digitised.

The e-ku
Frédéric Lecloux’s work consists in a re-interpretation of the collected images by the means of a series  
of 17 e-kus. Based upon the classical haiku, a Japanese short poem of 17 moras aiming to evoke rather than  
to describe an emotion, the e-ku is a 17 seconds multimedia work that combines image, sound and text. 

Frédéric Lecloux
Born in 1972 in Brussels, Belgium. Lives in Nyons, Drôme, France.
Autodidact photographer. Graduated with honours from the École nationale supérieure de la Photographie 
 in Arles (June 2016). Associate editor at Le Bec en l’air in Marseille. A workshop teacher at photo.circle in 
Kathmandu and at the Rencontres d’Arles.
A recipient of the documentary photography grant of the French Centre National des Artps Plastiques in 2015  
and of the Leverhulme Trust Artist in residence grant in 2016 for a residence at the University of Nottingham 
in 2017. Frédéric Lecloux’s work is distributed by VU’ Agency since 2003 and published by Le Bec en l’air. 



The exhibition
The exhibition of the outcome of the residence was inaugurated at the Highfield House,  
University of Nottingham, Park Campus, on 13 November 2017 and lasted until 24 November 2017. 

It comprises:
• 1 video file of the 17 e-kus (6 min 01 sec, MOV format, h.264 codec, 2.2 Gb); 
• 15 PVC banners (550g/sq meter, 200 cm high) printed as follows:

• 2 title banners, with original dates printed, that would have to be edited 
(85 cm wide, without rings neither pole pocket);

• 10 banners reproducing frame by frame sequences of the 425 frames of a selection of 10 e-kus  
(85 cm wide, without rings neither pole pocket);

• 3 explanatory text banners, including a biography of the photographer and details about the e-kus
 (65 cm wide, with rings on the top side).

At the exhibition in Nottingham the banners without rings were attached to existing roller banners  
of the same size by the means of small bulldog clips. These clips can be provided with the banners  
for future occurrences of the exhibition.

Whereabouts, shipping and availability
As from 24 November 2017 and until further notice the physical exhibition lies with Dr Jean-Xavier Ridon  
in Nottingham. It is available and shippable from there to any destination.
The total weight of the exhibition is 15 kg.
Its raw value is £660 / 750€.
Shipping costs of the exhibition from Nottingham or from its future whereabouts fall upon the inviting 
institution.

Video
The video file will be send on request by Frédéric Lecloux to the interested person via a file transfer protocol.
The e-kus, as well as the diary of the residence, are available online at fredericlecloux.com/nottingham.

Lecture
Frédéric Lecloux is eager to take part in any type of intervention (lecture, pannel…) aimed at discussing  
the project or with interested audiences.
It behoves the organiser to cover the photographer’s accomodation and travel expenses from his 
whereabouts at the time of the journey to the presentation’s place.  
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